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2 MLKJr. Dr.,1470A East Tower,

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

EPDcomments@dnr.ga.gov

Re: NPDES Permit No.: GA0046582 for SNF-Riceboro (Chemtall/Flocryll-Riceboro)
To whom it may concern:

Ogeechee Riverkeeper 501(c) (3) (ORK) works to protect, preserve, and improve the water quality of the
Ogeechee River basin, which includes the Canoochee River, tributary streams, and all of the streams flowing out to
Ossabaw Sound and St. Catherine’s Sound. The Ogeechee River system drains more than 5,500 square miles across 20
counties in Georgia. ORK works with local communities to retain the ecological and cultural integrity of rivers, streams,
wetlands, and related habitats throughout the Basin. One of ORK’s primary roles is as watchdog on permits throughout
the watershed that could pose a significant threat to its water quality and aquatic environments.

ORK'’s comments on the proposed National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit
modification for the SNF-Riceboro (also denoted as Chemtall/Flocryll-Riceboro) facility address three concerns. First,
this requested permit modification should not be granted until confirmation that the permittee has fulfilled all of the

required actions in order to obtain its previous compliance schedules. Second, precise outfall locations should be
included in the permit. Third and finally, PFAS monitoring should be included as a requirement of this permit. ORK asks

the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) to deny this requested permit modification until these concerns
are fully addressed.

1. Deny modification if compliance schedule actions have not been completed
The requested permit modification should be denied unless and until the permittee has fully performed all of

the required actions detailed in the Compliance Schedules.’ The permittee promised to undertake and complete these
actions by certain dates to receive leniency in its discharges for five individual pollutants. The permittee’s choice to

" NPDES Permit No.: GA0046582 (January 2022). Fact Sheet § 5.1 at Pages 18-19 (55-56 of 65).



focus its efforts on justifying its desired reductions in pollutant monitoring and concentration, as reflected in this
requested permit modification, should not excuse its noncompletion of these required actions. As such, ORK urges EPD
to deny this modification request if any required action was not fully completed as required by the approved
Compliance Schedules.

Under the current NPDES permit’s Compliance Schedules in § 5.1, the permittee promised to achieve multiple
actions in exchange for leniency on its other numeric requirements. By the time this requested permit modification, if
approved, would become effective, the permittee was expected to complete 8 actions. Those 8 actions are reflected in
the draft permit modification? in § 5.1 as the “Previously Scheduled Milestones.” However, neither the draft permit nor
any of the documents submitted and available on GEOS® show any evidence or review of the permittee’s actions to this
point. EPD should ensure that each of these 8 promised actions have been completed before further reducing the
stringency of this permit. If any of these actions has not been completed, the permit modification should be denied.
The permittee should not be rewarded with a less-stringent permit for focusing on its own priorities to the detriment of
its other promised actions previously enshrined in the current permit.

2. Precise outfall locations should be included

This permit should be revised to show the precise locations of the three outfalls that will discharge into the
Riceboro Creek. As currently drafted, the actual GPS coordinates of the three outfalls addressed by this permit are not
included. Instead, the same exact same coordinates are used for all three of the outfalls.* This is incorrect and will lead
to a variety of potential issues in areas including disaster response, monitoring, and record keeping, among others.

The coordinates included in the permit are inaccurate. The included coordinates only point to one location,
which appears to be Outfall 002. As noted in Figure 1 of the applicant’s “Permit Modification Request,” Outfalls 002 and
003 are clearly on distinct ends of site and cannot have the same GPS coordinates. In addition, itis unlikely that the
newly requested Outfall 007 will have the same location as Outfall 002. As such, ORK requests that the inaccurate GPS
coordinates be revised to show the actual outfall locations.

3. PFAS monitoring should be required for this chemical production facility

PFAS parameters should be added to the monitoring requirements for this facility. PFAS present a long-term
pollution and human health concern. Determining the presence of this pollution in wastewater not only helps to
prevent its introduction into the aquatic environment through treatment, prevention, and mitigation measures, but it
also helps to pinpoint potential sources of PFAS in need of remediation. To gather this information, a PFAS monitoring
parameter should be added to multiple permit terms. Specifically, monitoring at the beginning (treatment ponds) and
endpoints (spray fields and outfalls) of the treatment process will be important to document PFAS presence throughout

* Draft NPDES Permit No.: GA0046582 (November 2025). Fact Sheet § 5.1 (pages 59-60 of 66).

*GEOS Submittal ID: 948468. https://geos.epd.georgia.gov/.

* See Draft Permit (2025). Fact Sheet § 1.4 (page 39 of 66). See also 2025 Permit §§ A.2.a, A.3.a,and A.4.a.

*SNF Holding Company. “NPDES Permit Modification Request - Remove Temperature Differential Limitation and Associated
Monitoring.” Submitted February 28, 2025. At pages 2 (4 of14) and 7 (9 of 14).



https://geos.epd.georgia.gov/

the treatment process and where it ends up. Quarterly monitoring® of a broad selection of PFAS will allow the operators
and EPD to respond quickly to the discovery of PFAS in the treatment system. To achieve this, ORK suggests adding
PFAS to the following permit terms:

e Part1A.1.a&A1.b-Discharge from outfall numbers 002, 003, and 007 (Permit Pages 2 and 3 of 32)
o Effluent Characteristics = Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)
o Discharge Limitation
m  Mass Based = [blank]
m Concentration Based = Report
o Measurement Frequency = One Day/Quarter
o Sample Type = Crab
o Sample Location = Final Effluent
e Part1A.2.a&A.2.b- Discharge from outfall number 002 (Permit Pages 4 & 6 of 32)
o Effluent Characteristics = Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)
o Discharge Limitation
m  Mass Based = [blank]
m Concentration Based = Report
o Measurement Frequency = One Day/Quarter
o Sample Type = Crab
o Sample Location = Final Effluent
e Part1A.3.a&A.3.b-Discharge from outfall number 003 (Permit Pages 8 & 10 of 32)
o Effluent Characteristics = Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)
o Discharge Limitation
m  Mass Based = [blank]
m Concentration Based = Report
o Measurement Frequency = One Day/Quarter
o Sample Type = Crab
o Sample Location = Final Effluent
® Part1A.4.a&A.4.b-Discharge from outfall number 007 (Permit Pages 12 & 14 of 32)
o Effluent Characteristics = Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)
o Discharge Limitation
m  Mass Based = [blank]
m Concentration Based = Report
o Measurement Frequency = One Day/Quarter
o Sample Type =Grab
o Sample Location = Final Effluent

¢ Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) sample should be taken in accordance with any methods approved by EPA. See EPD
Region 4 Operating Procedure for Soil Sampling (effective April 22, 2023) -
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-06/documents/Soil-Sampling.pdf.



https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-06/documents/Soil-Sampling.pdf

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration; please let me know if you have any questions:

ben@ogeecheeriverkeeper.org.

Ben Kirsch, Legal Director
Ogeechee Riverkeeper
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