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OGEECHEE RIVERKEEPER ANNOUNCES  ORK AWARD WINNERS​
The awards presentation took place at ORK’s annual membership meeting 

 
Ogeechee Riverkeeper (ORK) presented the 2026 ORK Awards at the annual membership meeting on Saturday, 
June 6, under the oaks at the historic  Glen Echo Farm in Ellabell, Georgia. The awards recognize outstanding 
efforts by businesses and individuals in water protection in the basin. Each was presented with a printed 
photograph from the winning entries of the previous annual photography contest. The event also included 
updates from Riverkeeper Damon Mullis, cornhole under the ancient oaks, kids activities, and more. 
 
Volunteer Award was presented to Ernie and Lind Hollingsworth, Adopt-A-Stream volunteers who have 
consistently collected water samples for decades. This award is given to a volunteer who exemplifies the spirit 
of ORK's commitment to public outreach, educational opportunities, and meaningful efforts for clean water in 
our basin. 
 
The Rising Star Award was presented to Cathryn Martin, a recent graduate of Richmond Hill High School, for 
her research into area development on flooding and effective stormwater management. The award is given to 
someone under the age of 21 who has the spirit and drive to initiate change for safe, clean water in the basin. 
 
Legacy Award was given to Don Stack, an environmental attorney and founding member of the organization. 
This award is presented to an individual who has dedicated themselves, their time, or their work to protecting 
water quality in our basin. 
 
The Business Award is presented to a company that is making a real-world difference in their everyday 
operations to protect clean water through sustainable choices. This award was given to Hunter Cattle in 
recognition of their commitment to ethical and environmental practices.  
 
Educational Partner Award was presented to Richard Evans with UGA Chatham County Extension Office for his 
assistance with the Master Naturalist program.  The award is given to an individual, educational program, or 
school that is always ready to help ORK connect supporters with meaningful learning experiences. 
 
Excellence in Water Science Award is presented to a scientist or researcher (or project)  that has added to the 
body of knowledge about the Ogeechee watershed. The award was given to Jaivime Evaristo,  C. Rhett Jackson, 
and Todd C. Rasmussen for their work on aquifer groundwater connected to surface water in Georgia. 
 
About Ogeechee Riverkeeper: Ogeechee Riverkeeper 501(c)(3) works to protect, preserve, and improve the water quality 
of the Ogeechee River basin, which includes all of the streams flowing out to Ossabaw Sound and St. Catherine’s Sound. 
The Canoochee River is about 108 miles long and the Ogeechee River itself is approximately 245 miles long. The Ogeechee 
River system drains more than 5,500 square miles across 21 counties in Georgia. More at ogeecheeriverkeeper.org.  
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