
Help protect our watershed by asking your local leaders to impose a moratorium on data centers. 
 
Data centers are a hot button issue across the region. There is a lot to consider when one is proposed in 
any community. That’s why it is crucially important that any project of this scale is reviewed 
transparently and has multiple opportunities for public input before a public vote on the record. Tech 
companies are moving fast – and an immediate moratorium is the best tool we have to slow them 
down. 
 
To do this requires a few steps.  
 
1). Impose a moratorium. A moratorium is a temporary pause on applications for certain types of 
development. This pause allows local leaders, experts, and the public to consider how to engage with the 
types of development moving forward. Developers cannot propose projects during this timeframe.  
 
2). Draft ordinances. Ordinances are a set of enforceable rules that guide development in the 
jurisdiction. The rules should reflect the needs and desires of the community.  
 
3.) Pass ordinances. Once the public, experts, and leaders have put together a set of ordinances, they 
publicly vote to adopt them. They are now part of the code and are enforceable.  
 
4.) Lift moratorium. Now that protective ordinances are in place, local leaders are ready to consider 
proposed projects in that category. Developers can now apply using the new set of ordinances.  
 
Write to or call your local leaders (always be polite and to the point) and request they adopt an 
immediate moratorium on data centers or any similar project. This includes planning and zoning 
officials, county commissioners, city councilmembers, and mayors. 
 
Don’t copy and paste–always make it your own–but here are some prompts to get started:  
 
​ I am asking for you to impose an immediate moratorium on data centers in {LOCATION}. 

-​ I am concerned about a data center being able to pop up in our community without any public input. I want 
to make sure any proposal has to go through a rigorous process before it’s approved. 

-​ We don’t know enough about how data centers affect neighborhoods to allow them unless there can be a 
transparent process each step of the way. 

-​ I know data center projects promise tax revenues but I want to make sure we take the time to consider all the 
factors and set up community benefits agreements before one moves in. 

-​ I am concerned about the effects of noise, heat islands, wildlife disruption, water quality {INSERT 
CONCERN} and want to be sure we are protecting a good quality of life for everyone. 

 
Once a moratorium is in place, the public can work with local leaders to create protections for natural 
resources, quality of life, current investments, infrastructure, and more. ORK is ready to help counties 
and cities with draft ordinances.  
 


